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An Auspicious Beginning to Shadycrest's 40th Year

Dr. Ryan Jennings Accepts the Call to be the Sixth Pastor
of  Shadycrest Baptist Church

On Sunday,  July  18,  2010,  the  39th anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  Shadycrest  Baptist 
Church on Sunday July 18, 1971, Dr. Ryan Jennings preached in view of  a call to be pastor. 
That evening a special called business meeting was held to consider the call of  Dr. Jennings. 
The day concluded more than a year of  diligent work by the Pastor Search Committee.

Our Members Gather for the Special Business Meeting
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
It had been fourteen months since our former pastor, Bro. Steve Daily, announced that he 

was  resigning.  Bro.  Daily  submitted his  resignation Sunday evening May 17,  2009,  at  a  special 
meeting of  the church. After Bro. Steve and his family left the meeting, Kirby Montgomery, our 
deacon chairman, explained that in spite of  efforts by the deacons to resolve issues in the best 
interest of  the church, they were unable to reach a resolution that was satisfactory to Bro. Steve. 
Bro. Don Hentze, Executive Director of  the Gulf  Coast Baptist Association, had some encouraging 
words for the church comparing the situation to one in scripture that had a good conslusion. The 
deacons  collected  written  questions  from church  members  and  attempted  to  answer  them by 
categories.

After Bro. Daily's resignation, the church began immediate plans for calling an interim pastor 
while taking on the longer-term process of  finding another permanent pastor. A motion to form 
an Interim Pastor Search Committee and elect members for both committees was presented at 
the regular business meeting on June 24th. The Committee on Committees led a process to 
select a Pastor Search Committee and an Interim Pastor Search Committee.

On June 28th the church elected Carol Montgomery, Mike Norman, and Marilyn Potts to the 
Interim  Pastor  Search  Committee  and  Jerry  Jones,  Wayne  Netherland,  Rita  Northcutt,  Steve 
Shuttlesworth,  Arno  Thuesen,  Barbara  Pylate,  and  Amy Redus  to  the  Full-time  Pastor  Search 
Committee. Barbara and Amy were the alternates.

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  Sunday  June  14th  through  Thursday  June  18th.  216 
children were enrolled during the week and there were eighty-one volunteer workers for a total 
enrollment of  297. There were six professions of  faith.
Constitution and Bylaws Review

On  August  26th  the  church  elected  James  Skipper,  Phil  Frame,  Jan  DeAlmeda,  Tammy 
Netherland,  and  Joe  McHugh  to  serve  as  a  Constitution  and  Bylaws  review  committee.  The 
committee had a goal of  six months to complete the review and recommend changes.  The final 
suggested changes were approved at the regular business meeting in May 2010.

Church membership  officially  reached  the  1000  mark.  However,  as  is  often  the  case  with 
church membership, this probably represented about 600 active or occasional members with the 
remainder seldom in attendance.
Dr. Denny Autrey Called as Interim Pastor

The Interim Pastor Search Committee recommended that the church call Bro. Denny Autrey as 
interim pastor and the church voted to extend the call at the regular business meeting August 26th. 
Bro. Autery began his ministry at Shadycrest on Sunday, September 20th.  Dr. Autrey is the Dean 
and  Professor  of  Pastoral  Ministries  of  the  J.  Dalton  Havard  School  for  Theological  Studies, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary's Houston Campus. He has served as pastor of  several 
Southern Baptist churches in Texas and Oklahoma. He received a BBA from Stephen F. Austin 
State  University  in  Management  and  Marketing.  He  earned  his  MDivBL  and  his  DMin  from 
Southwestern and is entering his dissertation stage of  a PhD in Homiletics and Evangelism.

A photo of  him and his  wife is  shown on the following page with Interim Pastor  Search 
Committee chair Mike Norman at the reception welcoming the Autreys to Shadycrest.

One hundred thirty-four attended early morning worship and 195 attended at 11:00 for a 
total of  329. Two hundred fifteen attended Bible Study.
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A Photographic History
Reception for Dr. Denny Autrey, Our Interim Pastor, September 20, 2009
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
SEPTEMBER 2009

Church membership  officially  reached  the  1000  mark.  However,  as  is  often  the  case  with 
church membership, this probably represented about 700 active or occasional members and the 
remainder were seldom in attendance.

Deacon  officers  for  2007  -  2008  were  Chairman  Wayne  Netherland,  Vice-chairman  Kirby 
Montgomery, and Secretary Robbie Northcutt.

Deacon officers for 2008 - 2009 were Chairman Kirby Montgomery, Vice-chairman Robbie 
Northcutt, and Secretary Steve Shuttlesworth.

Deacon officers for 2009 - 2010 were Chairman Robbie Northcutt, Vice-chairman Steve 
Shuttlesworth, and Secretary Billy Netherland.

Trunk 'R Treat - 2009
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A Photographic History
In March 2010 a special meeting was held during the morning worship hour to present the 

status and plans for the new building.  The Long Range Planning Committee had worked for 
several years to develop plans for further construction of  facilities at Shadycrest. The general plan 
was for a new sanctuary facing Yost Road with seating room for about 600. The building would 
include additional room for office or fellowship space. An ad hoc New Building Committee is now 
working on detailed plans and an agreement with the architect. A Capitol Fund Raising Committee 
developed a giving plan and now a Capitol Finance Committee is working on a plan for financing 
the project.

We  decided  to  continue  to  collect  gifts  for  the  Building  Fund  and  to  continue  plans  for 
construction of  the building. We wanted to have the financial resources and plans ready to begin 
construction as soon as the new pastor arrived. What a legacy of  Bro. Steve's ministry it would be 
to have a united church continuing the work he started! And what a gift to the new pastor it would 
be to find a united church working to reach the lost of  Pearland and ready to build and expand to 
provide adequate space for those who should be ministered to.

Presenting the Plan for the New Building

Dr. Denny's sermon title was “When Is A Good Time To Build?” in which he encouraged the 
church to continue planning toward the construction of  a new building even though we had not yet 
found a permanent pastor.
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
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A Photographic History
A Silent Lord's Supper

In March Dr. Denny proposed a unique method of  observing the Lord's Supper that he called 
a “Silent Lord's Supper.” He had planned something similar in a previous church. Member families 
were instructed to arrive between 5:00 and 7:00 pm on a Sunday evening and enter the sanctuary 
quietly. They were given a list of  devotional hymns and scripture readings to read quietly together. 
After a prayer they then met together at one of  the tables prepared and hosted by the deacons, who 
hosted in shifts. The deacon host prayed with them and served the bread and juice. Many members 
and deacons commented that it was a very meaningful time for them.

Bro. Jerry McCurdy completed ten years with Shadycrest Baptist in June of  2010 and the 
church gave him a reception and a month off  for sabbatical. He had to work his sabbatical 
time around the events leading up to the call of  Dr. Jennings.
Pastor Search Committee's Report

On July 11, 2010, the Pastor Search Committee reported that it would recommend Dr. Ryan 
Jennings as the next pastor of  Shadycrest. They report that “Dr. Jennings has a pastor's heart and is 
passionate about caring for people. The Lord has gifted him to serve in the areas of  preaching, 
leadership, care ministry, family ministry, service, evangelism, apologetics, music, and counseling.

They  provided  biographical  information  for  him and  his  family  and  a  schedule  of  events 
leading up to a special meeting to consider the call of  Dr. Jennings as pastor.
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
Meeting Dr. Jennings and Annette

On Saturday July 17th Dr. Jennings visited Shadycrest and met with the deacons, Sunday school 
leadership, and the Church Council. Members were invited to meet Dr. Jennings that evening.

On Sunday July 18th Dr. Jennings delivered the sermon in both morning worship services. 
The church met for a special business meeting that evening and voted to extend a call to Dr. 
Jennings to serve as pastor. Dr. Jennings accepted the call.
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A Photographic History
The Special Business Meeting July 18, 2010
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
There was a special farewell program for Dr. Denny on July 25th. Dr. Denny presented a 

“Short, Challenging Devotion.” Church leaders and members expressed appreciation for Dr. 
Denny's time with us and presented a farewell gift.

Dr. Jennings began his ministry at Shadycrest Baptist Church on August 1, 2010.
Deacons elected their officers for the 2010 – 2011 church year at their August meeting. 

Steve Shuttlesworth was elected deacon chairman; Billy Netherland, vice-chairman, and Jerry 
Jones secretary to begin serving in September.

In  October  we  held  our  second  Trunk  'R  Treat  on  the  church  parking  lot  and  in 
December the adult choir and the children's choir both presented Christmas music programs. 
A special program was presented on Christmas Eve followed by a candle lighting ceremony.
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Back to the Beginning
Sunday, July 18, 1971

A History of  the First Five Years written by Mrs. Melba Luther

Registering that first Sunday morning exactly five years ago today were: Charles 
and Lou Cook and son, Mitchell; Stanley and Rose Robinson and children, Glenn, 
Bryan, Sharon, and Christie; Margie Evans and daughters, Sheryl and Susan; J. H. 
and Bobby Williams and son, Johnnie; Albert and Betty Wigley; James and Ann 
Skipper  and  children,  John  and  Rebecca;  G.  W.  and  Melba  Luther;  Kathy 
Williamson; Mr. and Mrs. Doyal Raney and children, Debbie and Danny; Curtis 
Paxton; Robert and Bette Miller and daughter, Robin; Odis and Joyce Eddings and 
children, Kelly, Jackie, Rhonda, and Beverly; Donald E. Webb; Mrs. D. W. Adams; 
Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Dimmitt; Mrs. Sallie Dimmitt; Mrs. Lenny Dimmitt; Joe and 
Gail  Saffle  and  sons,  Bryan  and  David;  Mrs.  Earl  Raney  and  children,  Linda, 
Karen, and Earlene; Dave Dimmitt; Robert and Larry Kleising; Donna and Elaine 
Sandidge; and Milton Wilson.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY – GREAT THINGS HE HATH DONE
A HISTORY OF SHADYCREST BAPTIST CHURCH

On July 18, 1971, a new Baptist mission work in Pearland began! We met in the Shadycrest 
Elementary School and voted to call  our mission "Shadycrest" (a write-in vote by the members 
decided this). Shadycrest Mission was the outgrowth of  the prayers of  many people, but Bro. D. O. 
Foster (at the time the pastor of  our "mother" church, First Baptist Church of  Pearland) actually 
put feet to these prayers and began planning of  the work and got it "off  the ground." We continued 
meeting in the school from July 1971 until October 3, 1973, when we held the first service in our 
new sanctuary - appropriately enough it was a prayer service. G. W. Luther led the first public prayer 
in the completed sanctuary; pastor Joe D. Saffle led the regular Wednesday night service.

In November 1971,  negotiations were  begun for  the purchase  of  land for  the building.  A 
committee comprised of  Charles Cook, June Henson, Sid Kleising, and Joe D. Saffle began looking 
at sites. In late December 1971 and January 1972, a site was chosen and the church voted to buy 
four acres located on Hamm Road just off  FM518 East. On January 14, 1972, purchase was made 
from Carroll Harris and Fred Cessac.

Our first  Revival  was  held  October  17 thru 24,  1971,  with pastor  Joe D.  Saffle  doing the 
preaching.  Our first  Vacation Bible  School  was held June 12 thru 16,  1972,  with Joe Saffle  as 
Director and Bette Miller as Assistant Director.

On November 12, 1972, Shadycrest Baptist Mission was chartered and became the Shadycrest 
Baptist Church under State Charter #316043. Signing the charter were: Kay Wilson, Kevin Wilson, 
Mrs. Joyce Wilson, Anna Zamora, Mrs. Nancy Grimes, Neal Grimes, Matt Wright, Keith Newsom, 
Kerry Wilson, Dan Hill, Bruce Smiley, Bob Smiley, Lee Smiley, Sandra Smiley, Linda Faber, Bryan 
Saffle, Glenn Robinson, David Saffle, Leslie Cook, David Jenkins, Gordon Newsom, Mark Wright, 
Gordon Cook, Don Rossow, Evelyn Rossow, G. W. Luther, Mrs. Wilma Faber, James Faber, W. Paul 
Wilson, Susan Evans, Albert Wigley, J.  O. Hazelwood, Rose Robinson, Stanley Robinson, Becky 
Dahlquist, James Skipper, Ann Skipper, Betty Wigley, Teresa Huth, William E. Evans, Margie Evans, 
Sheryl Evans, Bryan Robinson, James Caldwell, Debbie Caldwell, Martin Baggett, Mrs. Joe Saffle, 
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
Mrs. Myrtice Hill, George Hill, Mrs. Kathleen Huth, Walter Huth, Mrs. Joyce McCormack, Bradley 
Ottosen Jr., Mrs. Bradley Ottosen Jr., Mrs. George A. Olin, George A. Olin, Ruth Chism, Johnny 
Chism, Mrs. Mary Jo Olin, Mrs. D. L. Smily (Bonnie), George W. Olin, Donald L. Smiley, Ruchell 
Harrison,  Bobby  Williams,  Johnnie  Williams,  J.  H.  Williams,  Winston  Fuller,  Nell  Fuller,  Lillie 
Watson, Henry Wayne Whitt, Henri Jean Whitt, David Stockton, Ouida Cook, Barbara Stockton, 
Karen Cook, William J. Cook, Leta Harvey, Martha Harvey, James Harvey, Linda Yeager, Gloria 
Hommel, Ruby Hazelwood, Norman Hommel, Donna Newsom, Joyce Newsom, Melba Luther, 
Curtis Paxton, Todd Yeager, Bette Wright, Dick Henson, Cecil E. Wright, Joe Saffle, Mary C. Saffle, 
James A. Newsom, Ernest Walker, and June Henson. On the Charter Council were: D. O. Foster, G. 
W. Luther, Norman Frye, W. Paul Wilson, John T. Taylor, J. O. Hazelwood, Eston Boehm, Albert 
Wigley,  Billy  Dabbs,  Floyd  Weston,  Arno  Thuesen,  and  Claude  Hood.  Deacons  were:  J.  O. 
Hazelwood, Albert Wigley, G. W. Luther, and Claude Hood. Trustees elected were: Albert Wigley, 
G. W. Luther, J. O. Hazelwood, and Joe Saffle (alternate).

Dinner on the Grounds and Charter Signing

Establishing a Permanent Space
In  April  1973,  Shadycrest  Baptist  Church entered  into  a  bond selling  program (guided by 

Church Security Finance representative, Roger Culbertson) to build the new sanctuary. In one week, 
the church had sold bonds in the amount needed for building ($80,000) and were ready to secure a 
builder. The services of  Lasco Building Systems, Inc. were secured and our new building began to 
take form. We bought used church pews and stored them in Mr. Berry Miller's storage barn until 
the sanctuary was ready. Howard Yeager wields the shovel. Bro. Saffle is in the black suit on the left.
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A Photographic History
In October 1974, Joe D. Saffle resigned as our pastor to go to 

Danbury. Bro. John T. Taylor of  Friendswood, Texas, was elected to 
serve as our interim pastor and served in that capacity until March 
29, 1975, when Bro. Duane J. Sutton came to serve as our regular 
pastor.  He and his  wife,  Peggy,  moved to Pearland from Calvary 
Baptist  Church in Freeport,  Texas.  Bro. Sutton resigned as pastor 
effective June 27, 1976, and at the present time we are without a 
regular pastor.

In 1971, Shadycrest Baptist Mission was affiliated with Union 
Baptist Association, but when we adopted the Charter, it was voted 
on and decided to affiliate with Gulf  Coast Baptist Association. In 
1973, we sent seven elected messengers to the Association annual 

meeting: Mrs. Earl Jackson, J. H. Williams, Mrs. Gene Lenz, Mrs. George Olin, Mrs. Joe Saffle, J. O. 
Hazelwood, and Joe Saffle. In 1974, we sent nine messengers: J. O. Hazelwood, James Skipper, Bert 
Morris, Mrs. J. H. Williams, Mrs. George W. Olin, Mrs. Gene Lenz, Mrs. Alan Holmes, and Mrs. W. 
E. Evans. In 1975, we sent ten messengers: Duane and Peggy Sutton, June Henson, Clara Morris, 
Mabel Thompson, Sandra Lenz, Mary Jo Olin, Eddie Jean Warren, and G. W. and Melba Luther.

In 1975,  a  Women's  Missionary  Union was 
begun with Mrs. Earl Jackson as the Director and 
Mrs. Cecil Hamaker as Baptist Women Director. 
In  1975,  a  Brotherhood  was  formed.  The 
auxiliary  organizations  of  both  are  functioning. 
Our membership in 1972 was 118 and our budget 
was $27,781. In 1973, we baptized 10, 59 joined 
by  letter  or  statement  and  lost  3.  We  had  194 
members at the end of  1973 and our budget for 
the year was $38,395. In 1974, we had 50 join by 
profession of  faith, 50 by letter or statement and 
we lost 10 members. At the end of  1974, we had 
284 members  and our  budget  for  the year  was 
$44,596. In 1975, 17 were baptized, 38 came by 
letter or statement and we lost 19 members. At 
the end of  1975, we had 305 members and our budget of  1975 was $55,507. Our budget was 
increased to $66,998 in 1976 and we presently have 324 members.

Our church has ordained five deacons in its five years: Stanley Robinson, J. H. Williams, James 
Skipper, James Lawson, and George W. Olin. We have had six deacons join our fellowship from 
other churches: Paul Brown, Cecil Hamaker, Gerald E. Harris, J. O. Hazelwood, Bert W. Morris, and 
E. Earl Jackson.

Vacation Bible Schools have been held each year: June 12-16, 1972, with Joe Saffle as Director 
and Bette Miller as Assistant Director; June 11-15, 1973, with Bette Wright as Director; June 3-4, 
1974, with Ann Skipper as Director; and June 9-13, 1975, with Ann Skipper directing again.
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
“BUILDERS THEREON”

PASTORS
Joe David Saffle 1971 – 1974
Duane J. Sutton 1975 - 1976

CHAIRMEN OF DEACONS
Albert Wigley - 1973
G. W. Luther – 1974
James Lawson – 1975
E. Earl Jackson - 1976

MUSIC & YOUTH DIRECTORS
Presley Hood                       Curtis Paxton
Robert Robinson                  James Skipper
Byron Seale                         "Bud" Barrier

PIANISTS
Mrs. June Henson 1971 thru present
Mrs. Mildred Harris
Mrs. Sarah Jackson (Youth) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTORS
Claude Hood – 1971           Paul Wilson – 1972
E. Ed Wright – 1973           Don Rossow - 1974

ORGANISTS
Kathy Williamson 1971 - May 1972
Mrs. Melba Luther 1972 thru present

CHURCH CLERKS
Mrs. Bette Miller 1971 – 1972
Mrs. Margie Evans 1972 – 1975
Cecil Hamaker 1975 – 1976
James Skipper 1976 - 1977

CHURCH TRAINING DIRECTORS
Albert Wigley – 1971
Stanley Robinson – 1972
J. H. Williams 1973 thru 1975
David Gunter - 1976

CHURCH TREASURERS
Mrs. Betty Wigley 1971 – 1972
Mrs. Melba Luther 1972 thru present

CHURCH HISTORIAN
Mrs. Melba Luther

CHURCH SECRETARIES
Mrs. Bette Miller
Mrs. Margie Evans
Mrs. Eddie Jean Warren

LICENSED TO PREACH THE GOSPEL
Ronnie E. Webb - 1974
Byron Seal – 1974
H. Wayne "Bud" Barrier – 1975
LICENSED TO THE MUSIC MINISTRY
Robert B. Robinson - 1974

This lovely illustrated family Bible 
was donated by the Earl Raney family 
for  use  by  the  church.  When  the 
church  no  longer  needs  the  Bible,  it 
would be appropriate to return it to a 
member of  the family with our thanks 
for the use of  it all these years.
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A Transition Period 1976 – 1982

Original Sanctuary and Education Buildings

In June of  1976, the church was surprised and saddened at Bro. Sutton's decision to return to 
Calvary Baptist Church in Freeport after a ministry with us of  only fifteen months. He explained 
that Calvary Baptist still needed him and that he felt he could serve better there. Membership at the 
end of  August 1976 was 314 with an estimated resident membership of  300. Bro. John Taylor was 
called to be interim pastor again and he started in December 1976. A Pastor Search Committee was 
formed to begin looking for another permanent pastor.

Bro. Ron Honea was called as pastor in January of  1977. As often happens during a transition 
period, as many members are lost as are gained. Twenty-six new members had joined by the end of  
August 1977, but forty-nine had moved their membership leaving a total membership of  301 at the 
end of  the year. Approximately 280 of  these were resident members.

It was evident very early in the church's history that there were not enough rooms to provide 
adequate space for all the Sunday Bible Study classes we needed so another building program was 
started. Plans were made for a two-story Education Building to be located immediately behind the 
original building. The building was financed with another bond program, the payments for which 
were integrated with the payments of  the original  bond issue so that the church would not be 
immediately overloaded with additional payments. The payment amounts were graduated to allow 
time for the church to grow in its ability to make payments. Lawson Construction got the contract 
for this building also. The building was not completed until late 1978 or early 1979.

In November 1977 a ground-breaking ceremony was held to dedicate the work on the new 
building.
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Shadycrest Baptist Church

Ground Breaking
In the photo on the left Mrs. Mabel Thompson, one of  our oldest members, and Bro. Honea 

prepare for the symbolic ground breaking. Some of  the members observing the ground-breaking 
ceremony were, from the left, June Henson and Clara Morris, daughters of  Mrs. Thompson; Gerald 
Harris; Linda Yeager and her two children; Mrs. Thompson has returned to the group; Ann Skipper 
is behind Mabel; John Skipper is sitting, Louis is in the stripped T-shirt, and Jimy is behind him and 
Ann; and Don Rossow is at the right edge of  the photo; Margie Evan is in front of  Don and 
Evelyn is on Margie's right. Many others were present.

In mid-1978 Bro. Honea announced from the pulpit that he was disappointed with the support 
he  had  received  from the  church.  He said  that  he  expected  the  church members  to  be  more 
effective with evangelism and visitation in the community, and that it was not his job to lead in that 
area, but only to prepare them for the work. He announced that he was resigning. By August 1978 
the church membership was 282 with about 250 of  those actually active members.

Church members were concerned because of  the complaints Bro. Honea had about us and 
because of  the ever increasing payments on the outstanding loans and the delay in getting the new 
building constructed. However, the more experienced among us provided encouragement to be 
faithful and begin again the search for a spiritual leader that God would provide. Another Pastor 
Search Committee was elected and we decided to do without an interim pastor.  We scheduled 
pastors to preach on Sundays and the deacons and committees took care of  the rest.

By November 1978 we had called Bro. Taylor Norman, and he and his wife, Helen, were on the 
field.  He was  not  concerned  about  the  outstanding  bond debt  and  saw the almost  completed 
education building as an advantage for growth.

A Pearland Newspaper carried the following article and photograph (11/5/78):
New Shadycrest Minister - Taylor Norman, the new minister of  the Shadycrest Baptist Church 
on Hamm Road in Pearland, has been involved in religious work for the past 22 years. During that 
time, he has served the Southern Baptist Convention in a number of  interesting ways. From 1970-
71, Norman was pastor to an English-speaking congregation in Bogota, Columbia. Most of  his 
parishioners were North American business men and women, working with the South American 
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A Photographic History
oil industry. Just prior to becoming pastor of  Shadycrest Baptist Church, Norman taught Bible 
survey courses at the International Bible Institute in El Paso, Texas. Although he enjoyed college 
teaching, Norman says he is glad to get back into the ministry. "I missed the contact with the 
people,"  he  explained.  "Getting  acquainted  with  people  and  helping  them meet  their  spiritual 
needs," is what Norman says he likes most about his work. Shadycrest Baptist's new pastor believes 
Pearland will provide him with ample opportunity to perform the part of  his job he likes best.

"I'm very impressed with the warmth and fellowship of  
our church and the community," he explained. Norman sees 
his biggest challenge as meeting needs of  the church and the 
community  presented  by  growth.  A  giant  step  toward 
meeting this goal will be taken in the next few weeks when 
the church completes construction of  a second building at 
the Hamm Road location.  The new facility,  which will  be 
used  mainly  for  Bible  study  classes,  will  approximately 
double  the  capacity  of  the  church.  The  Shadycrest 
congregation currently has only one building, which has a 
capacity  for  175-200  parishioners.  Norman  also  hopes  to 
introduce more home Bible study courses during his tenure 
at Shadycrest Baptist Church, which he says will be a long 
one. "I am anxious to spend several years here. We're looking 
for a long ministry," he said.

Norman and his wife, Helen, live on Lazy Creek Drive in Pearland's Woodcreek subdivision. 
The couple has one grown daughter, Debby Norman Wilson, who lives in El Paso. 

Active membership in August 1979 was about 240. Although we had gained 24 members by 
August 1980, we had lost enough that our active membership remained about 240.

July 18, 1981 marked the 10th Anniversary of  the beginning of  the Shadycrest Baptist Mission. 
There was some uncertainty in the early years whether to celebrate the the date the mission was 
started or the date the church was charted. We eventually settled on July 18, 1971, the date of  the 
first meeting of  the mission. Active membership in August 1981 was about 220 after a gain of  
twenty-seven and a loss of  thirty-one.

By  1982  the  church's  financial 
condition  was  good  enough  for  us  to 
consider paying off  the bond debt. Many 
people  had donated their  bonds to the 
church  and  the  church  had  also 
concentrated on setting aside extra funds 
to pay off  the debt. The church called in 
all  outstanding  bonds,  announcing  that 
after  a  given  date  no  further  interest 
would  be  paid.  Money  was  placed  in 
escrow for  the value of  all  outstanding 
bonds.  A "bond-burning"  program was 
schedule for October 31, 1982. The photo shows Bro. Norman, Donna Reazin, Ernest Walker, and 
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
Dr. Jack Chastain burning a symbolic bond. Donna Reazin was one of  the newest members and 
Ernest  Walker  was to be ordained a deacon that  afternoon.  Dr.  Chastain was the Director  of  
Missions for the Gulf  Coast Baptist Association. The local paper printed this article:

Shadycrest to Burn Bonds
As part  of  its  Great  Day in  the  Morning  celebration  Shadycrest  Baptist  Church  of 
Pearland  will  conduct  a  bond-burning  ceremony  during  the  11  a.m.  worship  hour 
Sunday, Oct. 31. On Oct. 1 the church called in all  the bonds of a 1973 issue. The 
proceeds from those bonds were used to build the present auditorium building. Great 
Day  in  the  Morning  is  an  annual  high-attendance  day  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention church Sunday schools. This attendance promotion is always conducted on 
the last Sunday of October. In addition to the high-attendance campaign and the bond 
burning, the church will serve dinner at noon.
The day's activities will conclude with a deacon ordination at 2 p.m. Curtis Moore and 
Ernest Walker are to be ordained as deacons.

Bro. Norman was actively involved with the Pearland Ministerial Alliance and the Gulf  Coast 
Baptist Association. He was Association recorder and moderator. He eventually was elected to the 
Executive Board of  the Baptist General Convention of  Texas (the only Baptist convention in Texas 
at that time).

Church Family Portrait - 1987
In July 1988 Bro.  and Mrs.  Norman and Jim and Ann Skipper  went  on a mission trip  to 

Australia with the Texas-Australia Partnership Missions program. We flew to Dallas then to Los 
Angeles and Hawaii. From Hawaii we had a direct fourteen-hour flight on a Boeing 747 to Sydney.
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A Photographic History
The plane was filled with Baptists. We brought so much luggage that the pilot flew part of  the 

way at a lower than normal altitude until some fuel weight could be burned off. We were taken to a 
hotel  in  Sydney  and  the  following  day,  various  local  churches  came  to  transport  their  visiting 
Baptists. We were met by the pastor and some members of  Cabramatta Baptist Church. We spent 
an interesting week with the members there. In addition to Sunday services, we attended receptions 
and made home and school visits. They took us to visit a zoo and a park in the area and we had 
additional time to visit Sydney, the Circular Quay, and Sydney Harbour.

Jim and Ann Skipper view the Sydney Opera House from across the Circular Quay

Bro. Taylor Norman (with dark hair) walks towards the overlook on Northhead, the entrance to 
Sydney Harbour.    Sydney and the Sydney Harbour Bridge are on the skyline.
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
Bro. Norman and Mr. Ernest Walker, the older member who participated in the bond burning 

ceremony, participated in the Texas Partnership Missions trip to Sao Paulo, Brazil. Since most of  
the  participants  couldn't  speak  Portuguese,  the  missionaries  were  given  plastic  disks  that  were 
imprinted with an analog audio recording of  the plan of  salvation in Portuguese. There was some 
sort of  primitive sensing device to play the record which had to be turned by hand. It probably did 
more to attract attention than to make the plan of  salvation clear.

Bro. Norman completed ten years with Shadycrest in November of  1988.
The Journal, November 4, 1988
Pastor has 10th anniversary

Pastor Taylor Norman celebrates his tenth year with Shadycrest Baptist Church in Pearland this 
month and to mark the occasion church members are honoring him with a reception on Sunday, Nov. 
13. The reception will be at the church, which is located on Hamm Road off FM 518, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
and everyone in the community is invited.

Pastor Norman came to Shadycrest the first Sunday in November in 1978. His wife, Helen, is a 
teacher at Jamison Middle School. During his tenure at Shadycrest, he has made two mission trips - 
one  to  Australia  this  summer  and one  to  Brazil  several  years  ago.  Norman has  been  involved in 
religious work for the past 32 years. Prior to coming to Shadycrest, he served the Southern Baptist 
Convention in a number of ways. In 1970-71, he was pastor to an English-speaking congregation in 
Bogota, Columbia. Most of his parishioners were North American businessmen and woman, working 
with the South American oil industry.

Just prior to becoming pastor of Shadycrest Baptist church, he taught Bible survey courses at the 
International bible Institute in El Paso. Although he enjoyed college teaching, Norman said at the time 
that he was glad to get back into the ministry. "I missed the contact with people," he said.

Christmas Eve Observance of  the Lord's Supper by Candlelight
Bro. Norman began the tradition of  observing the Lord's Supper by Candlelight on Christmas 

Eve. In the early years when the pews were further apart, members could hold lit candles in one 
hand while taking the bread or juice with the other as the deacons held the trays and made their way 
between the pews. The program was very short so that Bro. Norman and Helen could catch a 
Christmas Eve flight to El Paso to spend Christmas with their daughter and family. After the pews 
were moved closer together to allow more seating,  the candlelit  Lord's  Supper evolved into an 
observance of  the Lord's Supper with a candle lighting ceremony afterward.
A Major Change in Committee Policy

In 1994 the church adopted a policy of  limiting membership on committees to three one-year 
terms and limiting members to service on only two committees at a time. This was intended to 
correct a problem of  having members remain on committees for so long that they lost interest in 
the committee's work. Because of  a relatively static membership, committee members were being 
asked to serve on committees year after year. This policy was approved by a large majority of  the 
church.

At that  time committees reported directly  to the church at business meetings and received 
instructions from the church. No single individual or group directed the work of  committees. An 
amendment  to  the  "Constitution  and  By-laws"  gave  the  Nominating  Committee  some  of  the 
responsibility for overseeing the work of  committees.
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A Photographic History
Since that time the Nominating Committee was redefined as a “Committee on Committees” 

which has responsibility for helping other church committees accomplish the work the church has 
assigned them. The Committee on Committees also serves as a nominating committee.

We did not see an overall increase in membership during the time Bro. Norman was pastor, but 
we never-the-less were able to accomplish much during that time; there was a constant turnover in 
jobs in the area as the economy waxed and waned. Shadycrest was able to activate Christians who 
had been inactive elsewhere and prepare them to be effective Christians in their new locations as 
they left Pearland and moved everywhere from Washington, D.C., to Washington state.

At the beginning of  1995, Shadycrest Baptist Church was in the middle of  its 24th year. Bro. 
Norman was in his 17th year. Total membership was 316. Approximate active membership was 115. 

Bro. Jimmy Goddard had been bi-vocational Music and Youth leader for about four years, but 
because of  secular job time constraints he had been relieved of  youth responsibilities. Bro. Goddard 
received free  use  of  the parsonage  as  his  compensation for  his  ministry  with Shadycrest.  The 
parsonage was available because Bro. Norman and Helen had decided to purchase a home so that 
they could build some equity before retiring.

PASTOR AND DEACONS – 1995
Active deacons at Shadycrest were Jim Skipper, Robbie Northcutt, Earl Jackson, and Gerald 

Harris. Jim Skipper was elected deacon chairman for the 1995 term.
Sixteen members were added during the year, two of  them by baptism. Eight members were 

removed during the calendar year. Sunday School average through August 1995 was 67. Resident 
membership was about 125. 
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Oscar Hazelwood, shown here at his fish fryer, introduced an annual fish fry to Shadycrest. He 
donated his homemade propane gas burner and cast iron pot to the church. Others in the photo 
from the left are Ron Perry, Gerald Harris, Don Rossow, and George Ando.

Our Director of  Missions, Dr. Jack Chastain, liked the Shadycrest Bell Tower sign so much he 
asked the church to build a sign for the Association Office. Jim Skipper designed, built, and installed 
this sign with the help of  Don Rossow and Bro. Norman. Flowers were planted in a bed around it 
and the sign stayed there for many years.



THE SECOND TRANSITION
(1996-2000)

25th Anniversary
In January 1996, Bro. Goddard announced his resignation and he soon had the position of  

music leader for Calvary Baptist Church in Pearland. Jim Skipper took the position of  lay music 
leader  while  the  personnel  committee  began  searching  for  another  music  leader.  The  deacons 
elected Gerald Harris to serve as deacon chairman.

We participated in a joint community effort to distribute the “Jesus Video..” After participating 
in the training sessions provided by community leaders, we basically launched out on our own in the 
Dixie Woods subdivision. We did our own distribution and follow-up.

We were also planning a special celebration of  Shadycrest's 25th Anniversary for July 1996. A 
25th anniversary pictorial directory was published. Then Bro. Norman privately announced that he 
would retire in September of  that year, a year earlier than he had originally planned. He didn't want 
his intended retirement to affect the 25th Anniversary, but wanted the search for a music leader to 
go on hold until a new pastor could be called.

A special retirement party was held. The Norman's were given an Alaskan cruise as a retirement 
gift, plus accrued vacation pay, and an engraved silver platter.
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
Bro.  Norman  suggested  that  the  church  participate  in  the  BGCT's  fledgling  “intentional 

interim” pastor program, but the church decided to follow the traditional method and a pastor 
search committee consisting of  Chairman Earl Jackson, Rita Northcutt, Jerry Jones, Martha Jevas, 
and others was elected.

The church leaders decided that to maintain continuity Gerald Harris would remain as deacon 
chairman and Jim Skipper would remain as music leader until a new pastor was called. Bro. Leon 
Maxwell  was  called  as  interim  pastor.  Because  of  their  responsibilities  with  the  Galveston 
association, Bro. Leon and Nell could not become members of  Shadycrest.

Total membership in August 1996 was 319. Seven had joined our membership during the year, 
but twenty-two members left. Approximate active membership was 110. Average Sunday School 
attendance was sixty.

Jim Skipper and others prepared a simple Christmas music program titled A Quiet Christmas at  
Home around the theme of  a grandfather reading the Christmas story to his  grandchildren and 
discussing the greatest Christmas gift of  all. Gerald Harris played the part of  the grandfather. The 
program featured the choir singing "Silent Night" accompanied by Krissy Frame playing the guitar.

By May 1997 the search committee was ready to recommend a pastor. The testimony given by 
the committee members at a Wednesday prayer meeting was a strong indication that they had found 
God's man for this ministry.

Bro. Steve Daily and Sonja Join the Church for the Annual Fish Fry
In a break with tradition, Bro. Steve Daily was invited to meet the congregation before he 

preached in view of  a call. He attended the Annual Fish Fry on Saturday, May 3, 1997, and preached 
in view of  a call on the 4th. The call was extended and accepted. In this photo taken during the fish 
fry Bro. Daily and Sonja are near the center of  the photo. Bro. Leon Maxwell, our interim pastor at 
that time, is on the right holding Buddy Daily. Leon's wife Nell is in the hall in the back behind 
Terrie Jones and Sylvia Kruemcke.

At that time many Baptist churches in the Pearland area were going through a great sorting out 
process as changes in styles of  worship and church polity were put into practice. Some of  the 
churches even disbanded as a result. It meant potential growth for Shadycrest.
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A Photographic History
Because of  changes at Pearland First  Baptist  Church, many long-time, faithful members of  

First  had dispersed throughout the churches of  the area. Several  had visited Shadycrest or had 
called  expressing  interest  in  the  work.  Once  Bro.  Daily's  preaching  and pastoral  spirit  became 
known, many of  those members joined Shadycrest to continue God's work that First Baptist had 
started at Shadycrest and that some had been a part of  over the years.

In May of  1997 the move from First Baptist began in earnest when Milton Wilson and his wife, 
Melba,  joined  Shadycrest.  During  the  following  twelve  months,  eighty-eight  members  of  First 
Baptist Church transferred their memberships to Shadycrest Baptist. As these members came and 
assumed some of  the responsibilities of  leadership at Shadycrest, others in the community became 
involved. Although this major change for Shadycrest was not without incident, in general the new 
members  patiently  worked  within  the  traditions  and  policies  of  Shadycrest  and  the  long-time 
Shadycrest members accepted changes that would facilitate the growth of  God's work.
Dream Night

One of  the first programs Bro. Daily proposed was a “Dream Night” to provide opportunities 
for the congregation to suggest ideas for improving our property and programs. The first one was 
held July 27, 1997, soon after he arrived on the field. Church members assembled and were given a 
package of  instructions for doing a walk-thru of  the facility and also some suggestions of  new 
programs to consider.

Members  listed  suggestions  for  clean-up  and  maintenance  and  for  mission  and  outreach 
programs and the suggestions were categorized and prioritized during a 'brain storming' session and 
the top suggestions in several categories were made into 'to do' lists for future work.

Twenty-three members were gained during the 1996-1997 year and after losing ten members 
our total stood at 332; probably about 115 of  those were really actively involved. Average Sunday 
School attendance through August 1997 was fifty-five.

Since Gerald Harris had been serving as deacon chairman for a year and a half, the deacons 
decided to elect new officers in September and continue to have deacon officer terms coincide with 
the Sunday School year. Rob Northcutt was elected chairman and began serving in September.
Fall Festival

A Fall Festival was initiated as part of  Bro. Daily's ministry and evangelism emphasis. Although 
Shadycrest had held fall parties for children of  church members and friends as an alternative to 
Halloween celebrations, the parties were usually held at members' homes and were not open to the 
general public. Bro. Daily's vision was for a free, community-wide Fall Festival that would replace 
the  observance  of  Halloween.  Bro.  Daily's  wife,  Sonja,  helped  plan  and organize  the  first  Fall 
Festival and it became very popular with church members and the community. People attending the 
Fall Festival for the first time were usually amazed that, not only were the games and attractions 
free, but the refreshments were too.

The Festival began with simple homemade activities such as a 'fish pond,' cake walk, ring toss, 
face painting, petting zoo, and the like. It has grown to include commercial games and amusements 
and participation by community organizations as shown in the photos of  the 2001 Fall Festival. The 
Fall Festival continued to be free to the public until it was canceled in 2008. Photos of  that and 
subsequent Fall Festivals are included to remind us of  the enjoyment they provided members of  the 
church and community.
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
Jim  Skipper  helped  prepare  the  Christmas  music  program for  1997  which  included  some 

original compositions. Children and youth acted out the Christmas story as songs and hymns were 
sung. Harold Morrison, who had just recently joined the church, was recognized as an experienced 
lay music leader who could give added leadership to the music program, and he was asked to take 
that responsibility. He accepted the position saying that he would accept modest compensation only 
after the church membership had grown sufficiently.

By the end of  January 1998, the average Sunday School attendance exceeded 100 and weekly 
attendance  has  not  dropped below that  level  since  then,  although the average  for  that  Sunday 
School year was 98. The September 1997 through August 1998 church organizational year was a 
time of  major growth in membership. One hundred twenty-six members joined and only twenty-six 
were lost for a total membership at the end of  August 1998 of  472. Approximately 240 of  those 
were active members. Active membership had more than doubled in one year!

Mark Walz was called as Student Youth Leader in February and stayed for about one year. May 
1998 marked the first anniversary of  Bro. Daily's ministry at Shadycrest.

Phil  Frame,  Jerry  Jones,  and Rick Simms were  ordained deacons  during  the year  and Earl 
Jackson was elected deacon chairman in August.

Harold  Morrison located a  beautiful  Christmas  cantata  for  the  choir,  and the  choir  began 
working on a presentation of  it for the Christmas season. However, in November 1998 Harold 
announced that he would no longer be able to work in a bi-vocational position and could not 
continue to serve as Music Director. The choir was already prepared to perform the Christmas 
Cantata that Harold had selected, so Jim Skipper directed the cantata presentation and resumed the 
music leadership responsibilities with help from others.

It  was the Personnel  Committee's  responsibility  to  recommended candidates for  ministerial 
positions other that the pastor and to fill vacant positions with interim ministers. The committee 
decided to have music ministers fill-in on a temporary basis until a permanent Music Minister could 
be found. The committee also asked that an ad-hoc sub-committee of  the Personnel Committee be 
formed to search for a permanent music leader. Jim Skipper, Rita Northcutt, Mildred Harris, Susan 
Rose, Dolly Coufal, Dennis Sharp, and Rick Simms were elected to the search sub-committee.

Sunday  School  average  attendance  through  August  1999  was  about  175.  Membership  had 
increased to 589. About 350 of  these were considered to be actively involved, an increase of  110 or 
almost 50%.

The Personnel Committee continued selecting supply and interim music leaders and searched 
for a Minister to Students.

In August the deacons elected Jim Skipper to serve as their chairman for the September 1999 
to August 2000 term. Rod Hurst was called as Minister of  Students and Education.

Deacons  Mike  Aken,  Dennis  Sharp,  and  Bill  Warren  were  placed  on  active  status  at  the 
November business meeting.

Sunday  School  average  attendance  through  August  1999  was  about  175.  Membership  had 
increased to 589. About 350 of  these were considered to be actively involved, an increase of  110 or 
almost 50%.

Bro. Steve had asked for a larger space for use as an office and identified a need to expand the 
sanctuary area so an expansion program was planned and a fund raising effort was started. The 
church was able to add a beautiful office annex to the front of  the building and then the old office, 
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A Photographic History
nursery, bathroom, and Sunday School class room walls were torn out and replaced with folding 
partition so that the sanctuary could be enlarged and provide dual use with a larger fellowship hall. 
A Sunday School classroom and choir room annex was added to the back of  the building. These 
pictures show the change. Church member and deacon, Everett Alley was contractor.

The original buildings as preparations were being made for the addition of  the office annex.

The new office annex.

The twenty-year controversy in the Southern Baptist Convention resulted in the creation of  a 
rival state Baptist convention in Texas. The controversy was rooted in the moderate shift in teaching 
in the Southern Baptist Seminaries during the 1960s and 70s. Conservative students, who had been 
offended at what they were exposed to during that period, eventually were able to gain control of  
the  national  Baptist  convention.  The  moderates  of  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Texas 
(BGCT) were able to maintain control of  the state convention and conservatives were forced to 
form a new state convention, The Southern Baptists of  Texas Convention (SBTC). Bro. Daily and 
the majority of  members of  Shadycrest were aligned with the beliefs expressed by conservative 
Baptists. In December 1999 the church voted to review its affiliation with the BGCT and consider 
the possibility of  affiliating with the SBTC.
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
Representatives of  the SBTC were invited to speak to the church about the positions held by 

the new convention. BGCT representatives were not invited because everyone knew their position 
already.  The issues,  as  for  as Shadycrest  was concerned,  were  abortion,  homosexuality,  and the 
proportioning of  Cooperative Program funds between state and national conventions. The BGCT 
had been very slow to discipline a church in Austin that allowed a practicing homosexual to serve as 
a deacon. This was seen by the conservative group to be too tolerant of  homosexuality. (It should 
be noted that conventions don't control local churches; the local churches control the conventions.) 
The BGCT didn't support criminalization of  abortion to save the life of  the mother and at that 
time Shadycrest did. There was much concern about the decrease of  Cooperative Program Funds 
going to the national convention. The BGCT had reduced its share of  contributions to the SBC 
from about 37% to 35%. In March 2000 the question was brought before the church and we voted 
to drop affiliation with the BGCT and affiliate with the SBTC. The vote was 82% for the SBTC and 
18% for the BGCT. Shadycrest Baptist did not adopt the statement of  faith of  the SBTC by official 
vote because the result of  the vote on affiliation was considered to be an indication that we were 
aligned with it.

THE ORIGINAL PULPIT

George A. Olen, brother-in-
law of  our first pastor, Bro. Joe 
David  Saffle,  built  our  pulpit. 
Bro.  Joe  David  liked  a  low 
surface  to  preach  from,  so  the 
pulpit  was  originally  about  six 
inches  shorter  than  it  is  now. 
When  our  second  pastor,  Bro. 
Duane  Sutton,  came,  George 
added the base to raise the pulpit 
to  a  more  typical  height. 
Engraved  on  the  top  of  the 
pulpit  are  words  from  John 
12:21: “Sir, we would see Jesus.”
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After consideration of  many candidates for Minister of  Music, the search committee located 

Jerry McCurdy with his wife Melody and their children, B.J. and Laura. Bro. McCurdy was presented 
to the church and was called as Minister of  Music and Seniors in June 2000.

Bro. Jerry McCurdy Leading the Choir in September 2000

Bro. Daily in the Pulpit in September 2000
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Shadycrest Baptist Church
Charlie Holley was elected deacon chairman in August. 2000 Membership at the end of  August 

was 660 with an estimated 410 active; an increase of  about 17%.
Rod Hurst was ordained to the ministry by Shadycrest. He had been serving as Minister to 

Students and continued in that position for several more months. 
By September the Office Annex had been built and the old offices, restrooms, and nursery 

room had been torn out. Folding curtains were installed to provide a multi-use area where those 
rooms had been. The kitchen remained and the classrooms on that side of  the building became 
storage rooms. The Sunday School/Choir Room Addition had been added to the northeast side of  
the building.

The New Lobby was part of  the Office Annex

The New Choir Room Under Construction and In Use after Completion
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The  choir  grew  steadily  as  Bro.  McCurdy  added  a  wider 

selection  of  music  for  our  worship  and  for  the  choir.  Choir 
attendance was usually about twelve to sixteen when he came and it 
increased to twenty to thirty on a regular basis and close to forty for 
special Christmas and Easter productions.

In  2005  Bro.  McCurdy  presented  a  Christmas  musical 
production set  during World War II  with the choir  and actors  in 
period costumes.  The setting  was a  USO show in which a lucky 
soldier  would  be  reunited  with  his  family.  However,  the  selected 
soldier  had  been  selected  by  his  commanding  officer  for  a  very 
dangerous mission.  The officer explained that the soldier was the 
most qualified for the mission, but said, “Son, as your father I won't 
to give you the choice.” The son chose to complete the mission and 
was safely returned to his father and family.
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A Photographic History
Bro. Jerry also assumed responsibility for the church senior adult ministry and over the years 

has worked with staff  to plan day trips and longer trips up to eleven days. These photos are from 
the October 2005 trip to South Dakota. 

Murrah Federal Building Memorial Chairs

                Kansas City Western Museum                                            The Corn Palace
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                   Crazy Horse Memorial                                                  Mt. Rushmore

                        Fun and Games                                                After Breakfast Nap

                        The Famous Wall Drug Store                                        Ann and Jack Rabbit



A Day Trip to Newman's Castle in Bellville,  Texas
Mike Newman has a bakery in Bellville and a castle five miles out in the woods. He designed 

and built the castle himself  with some help with the foundation. He learned the masonry and wood 
and metal working necessary for all the constrution.

The drawbridge works and is lifted by a treadmill wheel system he designed and built.

We stopped at his bakery in Bellville for coffee and pastries while we waited for him to lead us 
to the castle. The tour includes lunch at the castle, however, it is just a sack lunch he and his cooks 
during the morning of  the tour. The lunches are stored in cardboard boxes and he hauled them to 
the castle in his pickup. Mike is a friendly host and a good guide.

He explained his reasons for building the castle and some of  the construction techniques. The 
exterior  walls  are  made  of  conventional  concrete  blocks.  To create  large  stone  appearance,  he 
covered the entire wall with plaster or stucco and marked the lines to look like big blocks.



The donjon – the final area of  defense in an attack.   The squirrel-cage for lifting the drawbridge.

The Great Hall



A Photographic History
Our Long Range Planning Committee, chaired by James Gossett, developed a Master Plan with 

the help of  a building consultant from LifeWay Church Resources. The first phase of  the plan was 
to build additional space for a nursery and children's education space. The church voted at the 
regular business meeting on February 14, 2001, to build a modern nursery and preschool building 
for our children which would allow use of  the Education Building for Sunday School expansion.

February 2002 – Ground Breaking for Children's Education Building

Committee members and church members assembled for a Dedication and Ground Breaking 
Ceremony: Front Row: Louis, John, and Ann Skipper; Murry Billingsly; Rochelle Melvin; and Anna 
Richburg. Committee with shovels - Everett Alley, Luanne Coffee, Arno Thuesen, Ron Winthrop, 
Bro. Stephen Daily, Gene Weaver, Sid Kleising, and James Gossett.

The Office Annex, Sunday School Annex, and the new Children's Ministry Building have added 
the capacity to minister to an average of  400 each Sunday. It even provided room to grow since 
average attendance at the time was about 200 to 300.
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Fall Festival Photos - 2001



2006 Fall Festival



Provo, Utah, VBS Mission Trip in July 2006
Shadycrest  Baptist  has  made  several  mission 

trips over the years; most of  them to help conduct 
Vacation Bible Schools in smaller churches near us. 
The mission trip to First Baptist Church of  Provo, 
Utah, was probably the largest and most distant. The 
pastor and all our ministerial staff  and some of  their 
family  members  made  the  trip.  The  rest  of  the 
group included older adults, young adults, youth, and 
children.  Attendance  was  good  for  a  small  SBC 
church in an area that's predominantly LDS. Several 
LDS brought their children.





Ladies Alone Banquets
Some of  the deacons who transferred from First Baptist Church suggested that the Shadycrest 

deacons should adopt the tradition of  sponsoring an annual banquet for the widows of  the church. 
This was based on Paul's admonition to care for the widows and the orphans of  the church. The 
deacons decided to invite any single woman of  the church who wanted to attend the banquet. 
Deacons and their wives planned and prepared for the meals, programs, and theme decorations. 
The event has been held annually for many years. The photos that follow are from some of  the 
recent banquets.

Banquet Photos - 2010



Ladies Alone Banquet - 2009



Ladies Alone Banquet - 2008



Men's Sports Banquet



Shadycrest Baptist Church

The New Children's Sunday School and Nursery Building
The daycare program made good use of  the new children's building. The daycare program was 

authorized by the church in August of  1998 and several church members took on its operation. The 
program gave mothers an opportunity to leave their children in a safe, structured daytime child care 
program twice a week. The program was expanded to four days a week including pre-school for 
older children and in 2003 one of  the members obtained a state license for the program to operate 
as a registered daycare facility named “In His Steps.” The program operates under a budget separate 
from the church budget. The daycare staff  are not employees of  the church, but the church has 
general  oversight  of  the program. The program operates  at  maximum capacity  every  year  and 
provides a great ministry to the community. The following photos show the day care and nursery 
staff  in 2004, just after the new building and playground were completed.

“In His Steps” Staff   in 2004                          Church Nursery Staff  in 2004   

The church had more than doubled its property to approximately ten acres and had access to 
Yost Road as well as Hamm Road. There were two residences on the new property then; one in use 
as a parsonage and the other in use for overflow Sunday School classrooms. A Girl Scouts troup 
and a home-schooling group met there during the week.
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The church had a 'FAITH' evangelism program that was effectively reaching out to the lost in 

the community. As a result of  this outreach twenty-five new Christians were baptized during the 
organizational year; a record number of  baptisms for Shadycrest. A total of  sixty-five new members 
joined Shadycrest in 2002. Sixty-four members were lost (20% of  those were members who died 
during the year). Total membership at the end of  August was 770. It was estimated that about 295 
of  the  members  had  moved  away  or  joined  other  churches  without  requesting  a  membership 
change or had just become inactive. That left an estimated active membership of  about 475.

The church continued to try to find a youth ministry leader and in March 2003 Bro. Clint Gray 
was called as Minister to Students. 

2005 Men's Kayak Trip

An AWANA program was begun during that time period and has been well attended from the 
beginning. The program reaches many families that are not part of  the church just as the Royal 
Ambassadors program did at one time. AWANAs is a great Bible teaching program for children and 
and a great community outreach program for the church.

The church was aware of  the need for additional staff,  but it  was not clear just what area 
needed the most support. A Minister of  Education was needed, but help was also needed in the 
area of  administration and children's ministry. In 2006 the church found out that Bro. Sonny Steed, 
familiar to all from his work at First Baptist Church and other churches during a long career, was 
retiring,  but  interested  in  part-time  ministry.  He  accepted  the  position  of  Minister  of  
Administration in December of  that year. Emily Gray's acceptance of  the position of  Children's 
Ministry Director in April 2009 completed the staff  coverage. Emily had been very active in the 
church's children programs since she and Clint came to Shadycrest.
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Fish Fry Photos -2006
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New Sanctuary Construction Begins
January 23, 2011

The Building Committee Wield Shovels during the Ground Breaking Ceremony
Special preparations were made for the ground breaking ceremony. Pastor Ryan went to SBTC 

headquarters and borrowed a large tent because the old sanctuary was not large enough to hold the 
anticipated crowd of  members and visitors. The tent was set up on the parking lot to the northwest 
of  the play ground and a load of  sand was dumped for the ceremonial breaking of  ground. The 
Building Committee and other groups were photographed wielding the shovels.

Among the many guests attending were Dr. Denny, who came back to lend his encouragement; 
our Director of  Mission of  the Gulf  Coast Baptist Association, Donald Hentze; Mayor Tom Reed 
and Representative Randy Webber.  Our builder and our architect were there, our lawyer,  and a 
representative of  the bank in addition to all the members. Bro. D. O. Foster, former pastor of  First 
Baptist Church, mother church of  Shadycrest, was an honored guest.

A barbeque dinner was served after the ceremony.
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Valentine's Day Pie Social
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February 18, 2011 – Signing the Construction Loan

Church trustees Steve Shuttlesworth, Tommy Scott, and Joe McHugh reviewed and signed bank 
documents authorizing the construction loan and mortgage for the new building as Bro. Sonny 
Steed, Minister of  Administration, looked on and Pastor Ryan talked to Dave Palmer, the builder.
Deacon Ordination

The church ordained Mike Norman deacon 
of  Shadycrest on Sunday April 10th in the evening 
worship  service.  Pastor  Ryan  and  the  deacon 
officers prayed a final prayer of  dedication with 
Mike after other deacons and ordained ministers 
of  the church prayed with him individually.

As  of  that  date  there  were  eighteen  active 
deacons  serving  Shadycrest:  Arno  Thuesen, 
Everett  Alley,  Gerald  Harris,  Jerry  Jones,  Kirby 
Montgomery,  Billy  Netherland,  Wayne 
Netherland,  Robbie  Northcutt,  Marvin  Raney, 
Tommy  Scott,  Jim  Jermyn,  Dennis  Sharp,  Phil 
Frame,  Steve  Shuttlesworth,  Rick  Skeen,  James 
Skipper,  Gene  Weaver,  and  Mike.  Steve 
Shuttlesworth  was  chairman,  Billy  Netherland 
vice-  chairman,  and  Jerry  Jones  secretary.  The 
officers' terms extended through August 2011.
Record Attendance

Combined  attendance  for  the  two  Easter 
Sunday morning worship services was 610, more 
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than 20 percent higher than the previous record of  495 set last Easter. The choir presented a special 
music program and Pastor Ryan started a new series of  sermons titled “Streams of  Life.”

The Progress of  Construction of  the New Sanctuary

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School  this  year had the highest  attendance ever.  More than three  hundred 

children were enrolled and seventeen of  them made professions of  faith.
2011 Summer Mission Trip

Our church agreed to help the Aviator Church of  Derby, Kansas, with a mission project in 
Wellington, Kansas. Several adults and youth traveled to Wellington on July 5th to help promote the 
church planting. Wellington is considered to be the wheat capitol of  the world and was celebrating 
the annual wheat harvest as well as the 140th anniversary of  the founding of  the town. The Aviator 
Church was started by some young men from the Pearland area, and they came back to Pearland to 
request help. The name of  the church is taken from the aviation industry of  the Wichita area of  
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Kansas. Two staff  members, Pastor Ryan and Bro. Clint; three adults, Olga Vasquez and Phil and 
Malinda Frame; three young single adults, Lindsey Netherland, Bonnie Raney, and Jordan Mabry; 
and many youth and children participated in the mission trip. They used a super hero theme and 
provided inflatable play equipment at the annual wheat festival. The Aviator Church had a float in 
the parade and they handed out bottles of  water labeled with the Aviator Church logo. Pastor Ryan 
estimated that they were able to speak to several thousand people during the week they were there.
Sunday July 17, 2011, A Beginning

During the final worship service of  Shadycrest's fortieth year, Haley Bussey was baptized to 
become the latest member of  a list of  hundreds who have been part of  Shadycrest during its forty 
year history. Of  course, many of  those have gone on to be with the Lord or to other places of  
service throughout the state, nation, and world. No one could have imagined on July 18, 1971, what 
has transpired in the forty years since then. In fact, we found true the scriptural admonition to 
“[t]ake ... no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for things of  itself.” Yet we 
did plan for the long range and sought God's will for the future of  the church. The result is visible 
today. Can anyone imagine what the next forty years will bring? We can be assured that, if  we seek 
God's will,  His Holy Spirit will  provide the wisdom to continue His ministry here. With a new 
pastor on the field and a new sanctuary soon to be ready for use, Shadycrest has the potential to do 
exponentially more than it has done in the past.
40th Anniversary Picnic

The church celebrated its 40th Anniversary by holding a picnic at Independence Park pavilion 
Sunday afternoon. After singing, comments about church history, and a short devotional, members 
joined in a supper of  hamburgers, hot dogs, and watermelon. We enjoyed a variety of  games from a 
water relay race for the children to washer toss and “wagon train” dominoes for the adults.
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